
From the usage of food to musical instru-
ments, “promposals” have gotten more and 
more intricate over the years. The idea of 
prom has come a long way from the late 
1800’s where the whole meaning of the 
function was to instill social skills and 
proper etiquette in young adults. Today 
prom has evolved into the most widely 
known/ attended school dance across the 
globe. There have even been instances 
where celebrities are taking kids to prom. 
Matt Peterson, a Miley Cyrus super fan 
decided he didn’t just want any date to 
his prom, he wanted to take Miley Cyrus 
herself. Peterson decided to make a video, 
channeling his inner Miley, by dancing 
around with a foam finger making it an 
epic promposal to the celebrity. Miley 
viewed this video and tweeted in response 
that unfortunately she couldn’t make it to 
his prom but that he should come to her 
Arizona show to “hang” with her instead. 
Sure enough Matt showed up in a tongue 
print tux and Miley pulled Peterson on 

stage to serenade him with her hit “Adore 
You”. Although Peterson did not reach his 
original goal of having Miley accompany 
him to prom, he probably forgot all about 
prom whilst Miley was serenading him. 
With prom just around the corner there 
have been a frenzy of promposals occur-
ring at Gulf Coast. It seems as if each year 
the kids decide to go above and beyond 
past years promposal standards. This year 
there have been a range of promposals 
from announcements on the morning Gulf 
Coast News to the giving of a bunny. Nick 
Jagodzinski, a Junior at Gulf Coast, asked 
his girlfriend Caroline, by using balloons 
with pictures of their most cherished mem-
ories tied to at the bottom of them. 

“Prom is supposed to be a special night 
and I am so excited to be able to be spend-
ing it with such an incredible girl.”-Nick 
Jagodzinski

Regardless of the amount of effort put 
into them, promposals are a special con-
cept that in some eyes bring back chivalry 
and romantic gestures into our society. 
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Years at GC:

Since the school’s opening in 1998

What she loves most about the school:
“Everything.  I think we have the best kids and teachers in the 

county.”

Best memory at GC: 
“It’s a memory I wish I didn’t need to have, but right after 
9-11, all of the kids and staff dressed up in Red, White and 

Blue and met at the Shark.  There was such a sense of unity, 
purpose and pride—it was both inspiring and healing.”

Years at GC:

10 years

What she loves most about the school:

What I love most is the spirit and commitment of the students.
They actively take part in the classroom and their community. 
Plus I love working at the same school as my hubby. LOL.”

Best memory at GC: 
“One of the best moments, besides winning best high school 
teacher some years back, was this year when my APES stu-

dents surprised me for bday and they were all wearing Al Gore 
masks to have fun with how I’m always teaching about climate 
change! It was hilarious but at the same time it shows that I am 

making an impact.”

It’s obvious that every students’ favorite part of 
the year is testing season. Maybe not.

As a fellow high school student, I can relate: 
testing is the worst, simply put. Most people stress 
out about it because teachers make it seem like a 
life or death situation, so students feel the need 
to study into the wee hours of the early morning. 
While studying is good, doing it excessively is 
a horrible idea. Ninth and tenth graders have to 
take various exams like the PSAT, FSA Reading 
and Writing, and FSA Math. Eleventh grade stu-
dents must prepare for major standardized tests 
like the SAT and ACT, which can determine if 
they get accepted into a certain college or not. 

The thing is, preparation for such tests are so 
important, but most students do not know how 
to do it efficiently. One significant thing to keep 
in mind is that studying should occur long be-
fore any test, whether it is standardized or not. 
The worst thing to do is “cram” the night before, 
where students memorize all the information 
they can late at night then go into school the next 
day remembering nothing. This is useless. If one 
studies late at night while tired and desperate for 

memorization, he or she isn’t going to get any-
where. It is a much better idea to study in dif-
ferent ways weeks before the test or exam. By 
this, I mean reading, writing, visual learning, and 
learning by audio. This allows a student to figure 
out the most efficient way to study for him or her 
personally. Also, studies have shown that if one 
chews a certain flavor of gum while studying and 
chews the same flavor during the test, there is a 
better chance of recalling the information. 

Upon entering an exam, it is important to 
stay calm and follow all directions given by the 
teacher. For those of you who easily get test anx-
iety, try taking a few deep breaths, and get that 
idea out of your head that this test will make or 
break you. Chances are that it won’t, and if by 
chance you do poorly, you can probably retake it 
if it is the SAT or ACT. Stressing out is a huge 
factor that negatively affects test-taking students 
(obviously). If a student is too nervous, he or she 
might rush and make silly mistakes that would 
not normally be made. 

For reading or writing tests, it is important to 
comprehend the text or prompt as you read, and 

it might be a good idea to read it more than once. 
The best thing to do is make a plan for your essay 
if you are taking a writing test. A majority of stu-
dents think that this is a waste of time, but it is 
actually the opposite. By making an outline and 
organizing your thoughts on paper, you are sav-
ing time. This is because later, instead of trying 
to remember one of your points and searching 
for evidence, it will already be on your planning 
sheet. 

Personally, I get more nervous for math exams 
of any kind. I always feel like I will run out of 
time or blank out on a question and forget how to 
approach solving it. Fortunately, I have learned 
some helpful tips from both teachers and other 
students. The way to approach a math test, like 
any test, is calm and collected. Taking your time 
is key because it is easy to make mistakes if 
you are in a rush. If you finish early, no matter 
if there’s only five minutes left, ALWAYS go 
back and check your work. I guarantee you will 
find something wrong that can be corrected and 
earn you more points. Remember, every problem 
counts for something. Another thing to do is to 

approach math questions logically. If you don’t 
know how to solve something, trying plugging 
in the multiple choice answers and see which one 
works. Eliminate answers that you know for sure 
are wrong. Finally, don’t be afraid of skipping 
a difficult question that you just can’t seem to 
figure out how to start on. It is more important to 
answer more, easy questions than one hard one. 
In a standardized test like the ACT or SAT, they 
are all worth the same amount of points. 



by Sophia Neglio

Every year, three lucky students are awarded 
the Gene Doyle Adventure Scholarship in Collier 
County. This scholarship is like no other because 
it offers students an opportunity to go on an ac-
tual adventure and travel to beautiful places stu-
dents may not have been to before. Students are 
then given money to cover tuition and to cover 
traveling expenses. 

This year, our very own Elizabeth Roach was 
awarded with this incredible honor. Since there 
are three different scholarships, Elizabeth was 
award the Outward Bound Scholarship where 
she will be able to go kayaking and backpacking 
through the Alpines for 15 days! 

We sat down with Elizabeth and asked her what 
it felt like to receive such an amazing scholarship. 

Q:Being a winner of the Gene Doyle Scholar-
ship is huge! How does it feel knowing you’ll be 

going on an adventure?

A: I was super excited ever since I started to 
apply for the scholarship. I was looking through 
the Outward Bound course catalogue and I said to 
myself, “That’s the one.” Knowing now that I’m 
actually able to go is just an amazing feeling. It 
is an opportunity of a lifetime and I get to pursue 
this adventure.

Q: What does receiving this scholarship mean 
to you?

A: This scholarship means so much to me. 
Only three students from Collier county receive 
this scholarship and I happen to be one of them. 
Personally, after reading about Gene Doyle, 
I feel like I’m honoring him. That’s the whole 
point of this scholarship, to send students from 
Collier county on an adventure of a lifetime just 

like Gene Doyle used to do when he was in high 
school. I have never had the opportunity to do 
something like this and now I can.

Q: Why was this particular scholarship appeal-
ing to you? Are you a thrill seeker?

A: This scholarship was particularly appealing 
to me because it wasn’t about grades or the exces-
sive amounts of extra curricular activities you do. 
All you had to do was be passionate about your 
own goals for the future and why this scholarship 
applies to you. I wouldn’t exactly say I’m a thrill 
seeker, but it has always been a fantasy of mine 
to hike in the Cascades of the Pacific Northwest. 
I love nature, I’ve always loved nature and every-
thing it has to offer. Now I get to appreciate its 
beauty in the Pacific Northwest.

Congratulations to Elizabeth for receiving this 
amazing honor and for making GC proud of its 
students’ achievements. 

Team Travels to Florida Gulf Coast University for Their Final 
Competition. 

Important Dates 
to 

Remember:

Elizabeth Roach Awarded Gene Doyle Adventure Scholarship!

by Savanna Lawrence
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Yearbooks 
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www.jostens.com
$80

Price Increase 
March 19th

Prom Tickets
Sold in Gym Lobby

AFTER Spring 
Break

$90
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April 4-8
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by Savanna Lawrence

On March 23, the Gulf Coast High School 
Model UN team participated in the Southwest 
Florida Model UN competition at Florida Gulf 
Coast University. Overall, the team earned their 
fourth first place team award of the year! 

They brought home twenty-two individual 
awards, three scholarships, and two position 
paper awards. A total of $5350.00 has been 
awarded to Gulf Coast students based on per-
formance within the past four years. GC MUN 
is now nationally ranked as 6th in the country. 

At FGCU the following competitors placed 
1st: Linnea Dulikravich, Eitan Cassell, Ian Fales, 
Carly Lindsay, Michael Mizell, and Robert Be-
atty. The following competitors placed 2nd: Ol-
ivia Orr, Matthew Holzaepfel, Lydia McCurdy, 

and Nicole Garcia. The following placed 3rd: 
Alyssa Zinn, Gabriel Rosales, Madisyn Tedrow, 
and Peyton Batiato. 4th and 5th place competi-
tors were: Elaine Kim, Christopher Wallack, 
Jessica Butehorn, Riley Zuccarello, Michelle 
Stegawaski, Clair Bower, Troy Maksymetz, and 
Shelby Luckey. 

Linnea Bulikravich, Ian Fales, and Eitan 
Cassel each received $1500.00 in scholarship 
money. 

Their competitive season has now come to an 
end, and they are beginning to prepare for next 
year’s competitions. If you are interested in join-
ing the very successful Model United Nations 
team please stop by Mrs. Suelard’s classroom! 

Model United Nations Takes Fourth First 
Place Win! 
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“The feeling’s 
surreal and you 
can’t help but 
to feel pride in 
our team and 

contribution.” - 
Elaine Kim 
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Girls Tennis on Their Way to Regionals!

Boys Varsity Tennis
@ Barron Collier

3:30pm 3/22

Girls Varsity Tennis
@ Barron Collier 

3:30pm 3/22

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
@ Community School of Naples

7pm 3/24

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
@ Community School of Naples 

5pm 3/24

Boys Varsity Baseball
@ LeSenior

7pm 3/24

Girls JV Softball
@ LeSenior

5pm 3/24

Girls Varsity Softball
@ LeSenior

7pm 3/24

Track Meet
(Tarpon Invite)

2:45pm 3/24

Boys JV Baseball
@ Palmetto Ridge

5pm 3/28

Interested in upcoming events? 
Stop by the activities office or go to 

highschoolsports.net

Upcoming 
Events: 

One of the great things about our 
school is that students are very in-
volved in all types of clubs and athlet-
ics. This alone distinguishes our school 
from others. Proving this fact correct, 
is none ofther than Sophomore, Alex-
andra Owen. 

If you’ve ever been to a football 
game and seen a lively student taking 
actions shots all over the field, then 
you’ve probably seen Alex. Not only 
is she an athlete, but she is a yearbook 
photographer and staff photo editor as 
well. Alex always has a smile on her 
face and she’s willing to help anyone 
who needs her, making her one of GC’s 
model students. 

Aside from her studies, Alex also 
plays lacrosse for the school. She has 
been on the Varsity team for two years 
and hopes to continue on the team 
through her Senior year. She also hopes 

to make captain and lead her teammates 
through a successful season. Alex has 
been playing lacrosse for five years and 
absolutely loves the sport and her team.  

When asked about her teams over-
whelming success this year, she said, 
“We practice every day and we’re very 
close as a team. This is the best season 
we’ve had in Gulf Coast history!”

The team has set an outstanding re-
cord of 15-2 this year along with win-
ning the title of District Champs. Alex 
says that even though they’ve had an 
amazing seaons, their hope to is to beat 
Barron and to continue to build the 
team next year even though their Se-
niors are leaving. 

Aside from yearbook and sports, Alex 
loves watching movies, Netflix and sp-
cial fx makeup. She is truly a bright 
student who exudes all the great things 
Gulf Coast represents. 

 Varsity Girls Lacrosse Low Defender

by Sophia Neglio 

    Beware When You                   Enter Shark Waters

Sports

 Spotlight on Athletes: Alexandra Owen

    by Savanna Lawrence

    The GCHS Varsity Girls tennis team has had 
an incredible season, and it is only getting better. 
This past Monday and Tuesday, the 28 th and 29 
th of March, the girls competed in the District 
playoffs. There were eight teams at the tournament 
including Naples High, Barron, Lee High, South 
Fort Meyers, Estero, Palmetto, and Golden Gate. 
GCHS Sophomore Viva Laas and Emma Heider-
sheit were both ranked as the number one seed in 
their division as they continued their undefeated 
singles streak. On Monday, every girl who played 
was undefeated. 
     Viva Laas won both of her matches, the scores 
being 6-0,6- 0 against Lee High and against . 
Emma Heidersheit won both of her matches, 6-0, 

6-1 against Lee High, and 6-1, 6-4 against Golden 
Gate. Bella Lawrence won both of her matches 
as well, 6-0, 6-0 against Lee High and Naples 
High 6-0, 6-2. Savanna Lawrence won both of her 
matches, 6-0, 6-0 against Lee High and 6-1,6- 1 
against Naples High. QiQi Anderson had a bye 
her first round, automatically advancing into the 
second round of playoffs against Estero High 
School where she won with an impressive score of 
6-1,6- 2. On Monday, the GCHS girls earned 12 
points towards the district title. On Tuesday, Viva 
Laas and Emma Heiderscheit continued to earn 
their singles championship within their levels. 
Laas played a nail-biting game against #1 Naples 
player, Alyssa Mayo. Viva took the win in a tie-
breaker 1-6, 7-6 (7-3), 10-3. Viva Laas 

and Emma Heidersheit both earned the title of 
Individual District Champions for singles as well 
as a dynamic doubles duo and earned the team 
another 5 points. 
    Sophomore Viva Laas quotes, “It was a big 
stepping stone for everyone’s level of play. It was 
a big accomplishment, not only for the school but 
also individually.” 
    The Sharks advance to the Regional Playoffs 
with their first match on Tuesday, April  Please 
come and support your 
Lady Sharks as they head into a challenging match 
with Venice High School.



The 88th academy awards were 
held on February 28th, 2016 at the 
Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Cali-
fornia. Many stars appeared to what 
seems to be the biggest night in the 
entertainment to watch the show and 
enjoy the sights and sounds. The 
academy awards, also known as the 
Oscars, is the award show that honors 
the year’s best actors, films, directors, 
and plenty more.

This year’s show was hosted by 
comedian Chris Rock, who brought 
down the house with his comedic 
statements about racial prejudice in 
the academy, as well as providing an 
air of relaxation to the rather serious 
awards. Stars such as Jennifer Law-
rence and Kate Winslet looked amaz-
ing on the red carpet, both coming in 
gorgeous gowns to the awards. 

Best picture went to the drama 
based on a real story, Spotlight. It is 
a movie that focused on the abuse of 
the Catholic Church. Best animated 
film went to Disney and Pixar’s In-
side Out, a magical film focusing on 
the emotions inside a little girl’s head. 
Brie Larson took the award for best 
Actress in a leading role for her part 
in Room. Mark Rylance and Alicia 
Vikander won best actor/actress in 
a supporting role, for their roles in 
Bridge of Spies and The Danish Girl.

Perhaps the most iconic moment 
of the night was when Leonardo Di-
Caprio took home his very first Oscar 
for his main role in The Revenant. 

Leonardo, along with many eager 
fans, has been waiting a very long 
time for this award, and he didn’t put 
his speech to waste. He took his time 
to discuss problems with the environ-
ment and the very real threats with 
global warming. DiCaprio seemed 
very down to earth and thankful for 
this award, ending his speech with 
the saying, “Do not take this earth for 
granted, I do not take this night for 
granted.” 

                     
      by Cayla Creel

Entertainment
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Batman vs. Superman
Is it Worth the Hype?

Reliving 
The 

Oscars

Sandwiched between two clearly 
avid fans (whose passionate debate 
rang in my ears for what seemed 
hours!), I waited in the buzzing 
theater, about to witness the un-
veiling of the much anticipated 
Batman v. Superman. The lights 
finally – ahhh, at last – dimmed at 
ten o’clock. Going in there, I didn’t 
know what to expect; I could either 
leave impressed or disappointed.I 
was the latter.

The film starts off awfully po-
litical, with Metropolis in a civil 
row over whether Superman is so 
‘super’ after he nearly destroyed 
all of the city two years prior in his 
battle with Zod. The people are suf-
fering with loss, anger, and revolt. 
Also feeling the injustice over in 
nearby Gotham, Batman takes it 
upon himself to ‘take care’ of Su-
perman, convinced that the longer 
he allows the Kryptonian to rule 
over Earth, the more devastation 
he’ll bring. Meanwhile, Lex Luthor 
has his own twisted plans to get rid 
of Superman — by waging war be-
tween the two heroes.

Batman v. Superman was a roll-
ercoaster that only went down, 
down, down as the story unfurled 
— though, there were some things 
that I did like about it.

So, let’s start with the (very few) 
positives.

There was no doubt in my mind 
that Affleck would be a great Bat-
man, especially after seeing Gone 
Girl; his portrayal was hauntingly 
dark, which made the story all the 
more serious. Affleck’s Batman was 
undoubtedly one of the few high-
lights of the film.

Jeremy Irons as Alfred was an-
other great casting choice. Michael 
Caine’s portrayal was a bit more 
traditional, whereas Irons’ brought a 
modern feel to the character, which 
is exactly what this film seems to be 
trying to lean toward — moderniza-
tion. Irons’ was idyllic for the role.

As far as visuals and aesthetics go, 
Zak Snyder has a knack for making 
beautiful films. A film could have 
the literal worst storyline ever, but 
still be decent with Snyder’s tech-
nique. (Suckerpunch for example). 
I’ll give him that. Now, to the 
(many) negatives.

We see Batman mowing down 
villains left and right — a murder 
machine. This is a Batman that we 
have never seen before. This guy is 
a beast! He’s got a lot of blood on 
his hands by the end of the movie. 
Batman’s vow not to kill was es-
sential to his character and made 
his character have a whole new 
dynamic layer, but in this movie 
they completely throw that out the 
window. They definitely should’ve 
better explained the sudden change 
of heart somewhere in there.

Lex Luthor, as played by Jesse 
Eisenberg, was … alright. I believe 
that his manic personality added to 
the dark theme of the film; it helped 
glue it all together. In all honesty, 
he reminded me a lot of The Joker 
… or a sociopathic teenager. His 
menacing laughs, his random phi-
losophies and allusions, his ‘daddy 
issues’ — the whole thing. Despite 
all of this, it just wasn’t the Lex Lu-
thor we DC fans know. Even Lex 
wasn’t that insane or childish. Char-
acterization … not on point.

The entire movie is based on 
this epic showdown between Bat-
man and Superman, but when the 
time actually comes and the two 
are set for battle … it only lasts a 
mere maybe five minutes! Though 
the fight scenes left me at the edge 
of my seat, biting my nails, it just 
wasn’t long enough. And the reso-
lution to the fight, although very 
smart, seemed way too rushed and 
anticlimactic.

Doomsday was almost as un-
necessary to the storyline as Lois 
Lane was. The grueling clump of 
CGI totally destroyed the prem-
ise of the big fight. And the fight 
against doomsday seemed way too 
CGI heavy in general and almost 
took me out of the movie. They 
should’ve just named it Batman v. 
Superman v. Doomsday. Thanks, 
Lex.

I find no flaw in the casting of 
Wonder Woman. Gal Gadot was 
perfect, but DC made it too obvi-
ous that they were just using her to 
set up the Justice League movie set 
to come out next year. I wish she 
would’ve been more involved in the 
story, rather than suddenly becom-
ing relevant in the last half hour.

Overall, I’d give the movie a 
C-minus. Batman v. Superman 
might’ve made MILLIONS in the 
theaters, but it let MILLIONS of 
DC fans down. While it had its 
perks, it had more faults than any-
thing. The story is what truly makes 
a movie — you can’t always cover 
up a bad story with beautiful visu-
als; fans will always see straight 
through to the real meat of the plot.

“Affleck’s Batman was un-
doubtedly one of the few 
highlights of the film.”
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